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The 1997 Congress, in conjunction with meetings of the Presidium and the Committees, took place in the Club Argentino de Ajedrez, Buenos Aires from 6th to 11th September 1997.

The Congress was arranged by Liga Argentina de Ajedrez por Correspondencia (LADAC).  For the participants of the Congress and accompanying ladies and friends, the hosts from Argentina offered excursions around Buenos Aires, including visits to the Bolsa Comercio de Buenos Aires and to the Theatre Colon (provided by CAPA).

A.P. Borwell (SCO) took the chair, prior to and upon his election as ICCF President.

Taking part in the Congress were:

A. Acevedo Villalba (PER) as Member of the Peruvian Delegation.

L. Acosta Ruiz (CUB) as Member of the Cuban Delegation.

S. Al-Kuwari (QTR) as the Delegate for Qatar.

R.G. Alvarez (ARG) as Member of the Argentina (CAPA) Delegation and as representative of IECG.

J.J. de Amorim (BRS) as Member of the Brazilian Delegation and as Member of the Playing Rules Committee.

Dr. F. Baumbach (GER) as the Delegate for Germany, as ICCF General Secretary, as Chairman of the Documents and Promotions Working Group of the Development Committee, and with proxy for Croatia.

W. Bielecki (POL) as the Delegate for Poland, as Member of the Documents and Promotions Working Group of the Development Committee, as Member of the Guidelines Working Group of the Rules Committee, as Member of the Tournament Committee, and with proxies for Belarus and Lithuania.

D. Biella Bianchi (PER) as the Delegate for Peru.

G. Binder (GER) as Member of the German Delegation, as ICCF Ratings Commissioner, as Chairman of the Rating Rules Committee, as Member of the Tournament Rules Committee, as Member of the Documents and Promotions Working Group of the Development Committee, and as Member of the Tournament Committee.

A.P. Borwell (SCO) as Member of the Scottish Delegation, as ICCF President, as Deputy President (Development), as Chairman of the Development Committee and as Member of the Tournament Committee.

Dr. T. Bullockus (USA) 

G. Campos (ARG) as Member of the Argentina (LADAC) Delegation.

Dr. J. Canibal (CZE) as the Delegate for Czech Republic, as Chairman of the Playing Rules Committee and with proxies for Latvia and Slovenia.

J. Castellanos (CUB) as the Delegate for Cuba.

P. Cimmino (ITA) as Member of the Italian Delegation, as Member of the External Contacts Working Group of the Development Committee and as ICCF Archivist (Tournaments & Games).

C. Cranbourne (ARG) as Member of the Argentina (LADAC) Delegation and as Member of the External Contacts Working Group of the Development Committee.

C.G. Dieta (ARG) as Member of the Argentina (LADAC) Delegation.

J. Dorner (GUA) as the Delegate for Guatemala, as Zonal Director (Latin America) and as Member of the Tournament Rules Committee..

Dr. J. Franzen (SLK) as Member of the Slovakian Delegation.

C. Flores Gutiérrez (ESP) as the Delegate for Spain, as ICCF Treasurer, as Member of the External Contacts Working Group of the Development Committee, and with proxy for Malta.

Dr. C.J. Gonçalves (ARG) as the Delegate for Argentina (LADAC) and as Member of the Documents & Promotions Working Group of the Development Committee.

G.F. Gottardi (SWZ) as the Delegate for Switzerland and with proxy for France and Hungary.

S.Ya. Grodzensky (RUS) as the Delegate for Russia, as Member of the External Contacts Working Group of the Development Committee, as Member of the Tournament Rules Committee and with proxy for Ukraine.
P.F. Hegoburu (ARG) as Member of the Argentina (CAPA) Delegation.

S-Å. Kronberg (SVE) as Member of the Swedish Delegation and as Chairman of the External Contacts Working Group of the Development Committee.

H-E. Lüers (GER) as Member of the German Delegation, as Zonal Director (Europe), as Vice Chairman of the Development Committee, as Member of the Tournament Rules and Playing Rules Committees, as Member of the Tournament Committee, as Member of the Documents and promotions Working Group of the Development Committee and as ICCF Web Master.

A.J. Macchia (URU) as the Delegate for Uruguay.

L. Madonia (ITA) as Member of the Italian Delegation.

A.P. Mascarenas (BRS) as Member of the Brazilian Delegation and as Member of the Documents and promotions Working Group of the Development Committee.

G. Mastrojeni (ITA) as the Delegate for Italy, as Member of the Documents and Promotions Working Group of the Development Committee, and with proxy for Greece.

J.S. Morgado (ARG) the Delegate for Argentina (CAPA) and as Chairman of the Technologies Working Group of the Development Committee.

P. Costa Neto (BRS) as the Delegate for Brazil.

N. Patrici (ARG) as member of the Argentina (CAPA) Delegation.
S. Peschardt (DEN) as the Delegate for Denmark and with proxies for India and Yugoslavia.

P. Polakovic (SLK) as the Delegate for Slovakia.

G.D. Pyrich (SCO) as the Delegate for Scotland, as ICCF Qualifications Commissioner, as Member of the Rating Rules and Tournament Committees, and with proxy for Iceland.

A.J.C. Rawlings (ENG) as the Delegate for England, as Member of the Development Committee, as Member of the Tournament Rules Committee, and with proxies for Canada and Portugal.

A.A. van ‘t Riet (NLD) as the Delegate for the Netherlands, as Deputy President (Rules), as Chairman of the Tournament Rules Committee, as Member of the Playing Rules Committee, as Member of the Tournament Committee and with proxies for Austria and Ireland.

A. Soltau (GER)
G. K. Sanakoyev (RUS) as Member of the Russian Delegation.

P. Söderberg (SVE) as the Delegate for Sweden and with proxies for Israel and Norway.

M. Tarmak (EST) as the Delegate for Estonia.

R. Wikman (FIN) as the Delegate for Finland, as Deputy President (Tournaments), as Chairman of the Tournament Committee, as Member of the Tournament Rules Committee and Technology Working Group of the Development Committee, and with proxy for Singapore.

Prof. M. Zavanelli (USA) as the Delegate for USA, as ICCF Zonal Director (North America/Pacific), as Member of the Tournament Rules and Tournament Committees, and with proxies for Australia and Hong Kong.

Opening the meeting, the ICCF Acting President expressed very great pleasure that the first Congress to be held in the Southern Hemisphere was taking place in South America and that so many CC friends had come to Argentina for the occasion.  He considered that it heralded a new era for ICCF and was a unique opportunity to promote correspondence chess in all its forms in a very important Zone of ICCF and worldwide. He commented on the extremely important decisions reached at the meeting of CADAP immediately prior to Congress, and on the new co-operation between the two federations in Argentina - LADAC and CAPA.

Sadly during the last year many distinguished CC friends had passed away, and he referred in particular to Ing. Paul Diaconescu (ROM), Dick Smit (NLD), Sture Nyman (SVE), B.A. Rosinov (RUS), I. Eglitis (LAT), C.G. Pappier (ARG), Liisa Vayrynen (FIN) and also the world-famous chess personality, Miguel Najdorf, who had lived in Argentina for much of his life.  The Congress paid its respects to the memories of all departed friends by observing a minute’s silence.

The Acting President then welcomed many old and new friends attending the 1997 Congress, including the ladies and friends accompanying delegates and officials.  He expressed the hope that the traditions established by Herr H-W von Massow of encouraging families and friends to come to ICCF Congresses would be regenerated in the years ahead.  He also invited Congress to send its best wishes to those “absent friends” who were not able to attend, and in particular Mr. H.J. Mostert, ICCF Honorary President, who was still recovering in hospital, and his partner Janny Tibboel, who had undergone a recent operation, expressing the hope that they would both be able to attend future Congresses. A message with greetings had been received from Mr Mostert and this was read to the Congress.

According to ICCF tradition, the Acting President selected as his main theme the opportunities available to ICCF through the Internet to extend its range of tournaments, to shorten the duration of its title events and to take advantage of the enormous potential of communicating much more effectively and speedily with chess players in all parts of the world.  He expressed confidence that by working together according to ICCF’s fine traditions and friendships ICCF could become an even more vibrant, successful and enlightened organisation into the next Millennium.

Election of New ICCF President
The ICCF General Secretary advised that nominations for ICCF President had been invited from all member federations, according to Statute and established practice, but that only one had been received.  Nevertheless, it was specified by Statute that elections of persons would be by secret ballot, unless it was otherwise agreed unanimously. It was agreed unanimously to proceed by open voting, and Mr. A.P. Borwell (SCO) was elected as ICCF President unanimously and with acclamation. Mr. Borwell expressed his sincere appreciation of the honour bestowed upon him.  He dedicated himself to continue the best traditions of ICCF and also to provide democratic leadership to take ICCF forward to meet challenges and opportunities into the future.

Matters pertaining to Zone 2
The ICCF President reported that Mr. C.A. Rinaldi (ARG) had tendered his resignation as Zonal Director earlier in 1997 due to health and personal reasons.  The President, on behalf of ICCF, thanked Mr. Rinaldi for his work and expressed best wishes to him for the future.

Confirmation had been received from the CADAP meeting held on 5/9/97 that Mr. J. Dorner (GUA) had been elected to become the new Zonal Director for Zone 2 and Congress unanimously confirmed his election.  The ICCF President expressed a warm welcome to Mr. Dorner as a new member of the ICCF Presidium.

The ICCF President then proposed, after prior consultation within the Presidium, that Zone 2 should be more accurately defined as “Latin America” and this was agreed unanimously.  The change to Schedule A of the ICCF Statutes would be confirmed under agenda item 12, “Matters pertaining to ICCF Statutes.”

The President then reported that a comprehensive agreement had been reached between the two federations in Argentina, LADAC and CAPA, and the documents of agreement were signed by the respective Presidents Mr. C.J. Gonçalves and Mr. J.S. Morgado and witnessed by the ICCF President and the Zonal Director for Zone 2. The President wished to place on record the contribution made by Mr. A.R. Ramirez (ARG), as special ICCF Commissioner, in helping to achieve the agreement and he expressed a sincere hope that ‘Amici Sumus’ would prevail in the future between the two ICCF member federations in Argentina.

The Report of the General Secretary contained a proposal to accept an application for membership from the Federation of Kazakhstan (KAZ) and this was agreed unanimously by Congress. Kazakhstan would be included in Zone 4 (Africa/Asia). Following a recommendation from the ICCF Treasurer, it was also agreed that Colombia (COL) and Panama (PAN) would be reinstated as full members, having now paid outstanding fees to 31/12/96.  Two other countries, Andorra and Monaco had not paid their fees and had become totally inactive in ICCF tournaments, and it was agreed by Congress that Andorra and Monaco should be transferred to the suspended list. The ICCF President reported that the Presidium would initiate an urgent review of the membership criteria and fees, particularly for small countries with few active players and no CC organisation or ones which were relatively inactive.

The General Secretary referred to the decreasing numbers in traditional ICCF tournaments, limited interest in Fax events but a rapid increase for Email competitions.  The WWW had also given ICCF the opportunity to publicise its activities more effectively and he commented on the excellent work of the ICCF Webmaster, Eckhard Lüers, and the World Email Tournament Office managed by Argentina (CAPA).   The new ICCF Cup tournament had attracted over 1000 entries for postal, email and fax play.

Award of Bertl von Massow Medals
The Bertl von Massow medal in gold was awarded to Mr. G. Perpirakis (GRC) and Mr. Ubirajara de Oliveira Barroso (BRS) for their meritorious work for ICCF for more than 15 years.  These well deserved medals were handed over to Mr. Mastrojeni (ITA) representing Greece and Mr. Costa Neto (BRS) to forward to the recipients with the thanks and congratulations of the ICCF Congress.

The Report of the Treasurer referred to a substantial and worrying fall of 27% in income from tournament fees, which was the principal reason for the significant deficit for 1996. However, he was hopeful that the already agreed increases in fees for 1997, together with a boost from World Cup XI receipts, would give a more positive view for 1997 and particularly for 1998.

He also intimated that there had been a considerable improvement in the book value of ICCF’s investments in 1996, which had continued into 1997. However, he felt that the time had arrived to convert these investments into cash deposits, and Congress agreed unanimously.

He reported that a number of countries had still not paid their outstanding fees to 31.12.1996 and recommended that any country which had not paid these fees by 30.11.1997 should not be allowed to participate in the forthcoming CC Olympiad preliminaries, and Congress approved this unanimously.

The Report of the Auditor confirmed that the figures in the Treasurer's Report and Statements had been verified and that they accurately reflected the financial position of ICCF to 31/12/96. The ICCF Congress accepted the Auditor's Report  unanimously and thanked him for carrying out his duties so meticulously on behalf of ICCF.

The audited ICCF Accounts for the financial year 1996 were then formally and unanimously adopted by Congress

The Report of the Deputy President (Tournaments) told of ICCF’s increasingly speedy move into the electronic age, as measured for example by the increasing number of federations with an official email contact, and by the number of Internet web sites devoted to correspondence chess. Indeed every CC player could claim to have his own site, since the ICCF site is for everyone.

He offered particular thanks to the leaders of the Email tournament office, J.S. Morgado (ARG) and R.G. Alvarez (ARG), for their skilful management of an ever increasing demand.

It was reported that during 1996 only one championship level tournament was started - the final of World Championship XV (in memoriam Prof. Dr. Vladimir Zagorovsky); on the other hand, preparations for the next cycle of tournaments (to be started in late 1997 or early 1998) are well under way. For World Championship XXII Semi-Final there are likely to be 11 sections.

The final of Women’s Olympiad IV is close to conclusion, and the medal places clearly belong to Czech Republic, Russia and Poland.

It was essential to ensure that in all future tournaments that potential problem games were played by fax or email from the outset in order to minimise the impact of poor postal services and to ensure a tournament finish within a reasonable timespan.

ICCF World Cup XI, arranged by the federation of England, was due to start 1.10.1997 with approximately 1075 players in 99 sections - postal, email and fax.

The Deputy President (Tournaments) reported that there had been a number of proposals for change to the Olympiad qualification pattern, and Congress agreed with his suggestion that these be considered as part of the ongoing work initiated by the Deputy President (Rules) to renew the entire Tournament Rules. Congress delegated absolute authority to the Deputy President (Tournaments) to determine the composition of the forthcoming Olympiad final in line with existing rules and precedent.

Congress approved unanimously the proposal that the forthcoming Ladies’ Olympiad Preliminaries should be give the status of half-norm granting tournaments even if there were less than nine teams in a section.

Congress approved by a substantial majority the proposal that the first two players in the Hans-Werner von Massow tournament each be granted a place in a World Championship final. It was further resolved that the Presidium should review the issue of granting free World Championship final places to those successful in such ‘Super-GM’ tournaments.

Congress resolved unanimously that ICCF should not run any further fax-only tournaments; the 5 fax  sections in World Cup XI would be the last such events.

Congress resolved unanimously to allow Cuban players to resume participation in ICCF events. The Delegate for Cuba informed that email transmission would be available if necessary in championship tournaments.

The World Tournament Office reported on the continuing success of the Master Norm tournaments, but a continuation of the decline in entry numbers for the Promotion tournaments. Heartfelt thanks were offered to chessfriends W. Bielecki (POL) and H. Otte (GER) upon their retirements as Tournament Directors in the Promotion tournaments.

The Thematic Tournament Office reported a welcome strengthening of the team of Tournament Directors, and noted a substantial increase in entry volumes for the first themes of 1997. In 1996 there had been only a small increase in the number of player starts, and this was due in the main to an increase in the number of semi-final and final sections started.

The Email Tournament Office reported on the rapidly increasing interest in ICCF’s email tournaments, and on the successful introduction of Master Norm tournaments played by email. Also new was the ICCF Email Open Team Tournament, which had attracted 38 teams of 4 players each and included the most welcome participation of FIDE-GMs Peter Leko and Zoltan Gyimesi (HUN).

Results of a survey of email players were presented, and showed that in general ICCF’s Email work is highly regarded. However, a significant number of players were uneasy about the use of numeric notation rather than the Internet standard PGN.

A requirement for Tournament Manager software was outlined. Authority was delegated unanimously to the Deputy President (Tournaments) and the Treasurer to obtain such software at a cost to ICCF of not more than US$5,000; any increase in this amount would require the agreement of the Presidium.

Delegates were asked to recommend suitable persons to act as Tournament Directors for the email office, bearing in mind that the work is very much more intensive than running traditional postal tournaments. 

The Zonal Director (Africa/Asia) reported that he had contacted all the FIDE-affiliated federations in the zone, but had response from only two countries each in Africa and Asia. However, a number of individual contacts in other countries could prove effective. A major handicap in the zone was the poor postal transmission in many African countries, which often resulted in unfinished events.

He reported that the 2nd African Championship was progressing very well and that the Afroatin individual event, jointly organised with Argentina(CAPA), was a success with 66 starters in 6 sections. On the other hand there had been insufficient entries to start the 2nd African Team Championship and the 1st Asian Championship.

The Zonal Director (North America) reported that matters were proceeding normally and without problem. He welcomed continuing activity in Hong Kong despite political changes, and also welcomed the appointment of new and active Country Secretaries in Japan and Singapore. The 2nd NAPZ/APTB Championship was nearing completion, and the top two places would be filled by D. Fleetwood (USA) and J. Timm (USA). The 3rd NAPZ Championship would start in early 1998. Tournament entries for the North America/Pacific zone tournaments had increased by almost 10% despite a small fall in the entry volume for USA. The Federation of Canada reported on progress in Pacific Area Team Tournament III. Tournament IV would start in 1998, and would be sponsored by the Zonal bureau.

The Zonal Director (Latin America) reported that 6 tournaments had started in 1996 with 61 players from 11 countries.

The Zonal Director (Europe) reported that there was little change in the number of players starting in 1996 compared with 1995. He congratulated three new European Champions: A.G. Lepichov (UKR), EU-FSM 46; A. Scuderi (ITA), EU-FSM-47; M. Hafner (GER), EU-FSM 52. EU-FSM 59 and 60 had started during the year. He also reported that in the final of IV EU-MSM and the preliminaries of V EU-MSM which started in 1994 play would not yet be broken off because medallists and qualifiers were not yet statistically secure.

Mr. H.J. Mostert (NLD) had retired as Tournament Director for the EU-FSM tournaments after more than 30 years, and the Zonal Director offered his sincerest thanks to Mr. Mostert for his collaboration. The new Director is Mr. J.A. Nielsen (DEN). He also thanked specifically Mr. G. Weinitsckhe (GER) for his work in Master Class and Mr. V. Houdek (CZE) for his work in Higher Class.

The Ratings Commissioner reported that during the last year a total of 25,136 results from 7,396 players in 1,212 tournaments and 117 country matches were rated. The official ICCF Email tournaments were included for the first time. The main list now contained 6,153 players, 4,533 of them with fixed ratings and 746 title holders. In the Ladies' list there were 230 players, 153 of them with fixed ratings. The correction of players’ names was nearing completion, while players who had been inactive for 20 years had been removed from the system. There had been a very positive reaction to the publication of ratings data on the ICCF WWW site. This had generated more work by way of email queries, but to compensate, data transfer from the World and European tournament offices had been much improved.

A number of matters were suggested for consideration during the coming year, such as the extension of the system to cover all classes of the promotion tournaments and to include more national tournaments, and the possibility of publishing two lists per year.

Report of the Qualifications Commissioner
On the proposal of the Qualifications Commissioner, the following norms were established:

ICCF tournaments

World Championship Final XV

GM title
9½ points

Master Norm Tournaments
Section 32
IM norm
6½ points
Section 33
IM norm
6½ points
Section 34
IM norm
6½ points
Section 35
IM norm
6 points
Section 36
IM norm
6 points
Section 37
IM norm
6 points
Section 38
IM norm
6 points
Section 39
IM norm
6 points
Section 40
IM norm
6 points
Section 41
IM norm
6 points
Section 42
IM norm
6 points
Section 43
IM norm
6 points
Section 44
IM norm
6½ points
Section 45
IM norm
6½ points
Section 46
IM norm
6 points
Section 47
IM norm
6 points

ILM norm
2½ points
Section 48
IM norm
6 points
Section 49
IM norm
6 points

Email Master Norm Tournaments
Section 1
IM norm
6 points

NAICCC 8

IM title
10½ points

European Championship
EU-FSM 59
IM title
7½ points
EU-FSM 60
IM title
7½ points

Invitational tournaments

Jirí Pelikan Memorial ‘A’ (ARG/CAPA)

GM title
9 points

IM title
6 points

Jirí Pelikan Memorial ‘B’ (ARG/CAPA)

IM title
8½ points

Hércules Pampín Memorial (ARG/LADAC)

IM title
9 points

Jorge Canale Memorial (ARG/LADAC)

IM title
9½ points

Hans-Werner von Massow Memorial (GER)

GM result
7 points

German Federation - 50 Years (GER)

GM title
11 points

NBC 30 (NLD)

IM title
7 points

Luis Paucar Perez Memorial (PER)

IM title
10 points

Kosenkov Memorial (RUS)

GM title
9½ points

IM title
7 points

Invitational team tournaments

Email Open Team Tournament (ARG/CAPA)
‘B’ board 2
IM norm
6 points

Baltic Sea Team Tournament 7 (RUS)
Board 1
IM title
7½ points
Board 2
IM title
8 points
Board 3
IM title
7½ points
Board 4
IM title
8½ points
Board 5
IM title
8 points
Board 6
IM title
9 points
Board 7
IM title
9 points
Board 8
IM title
9 points
Board 9
IM title
9 points
Board 10
IM title
10 points
Board 11
IM title
10 points
Board 12
IM title
11 points 
Board 13
IM title
10½ points 
Board 14
IM title
10½ points 
Board 15
IM title
11 points

Changes to previously established norms

World Championship Final XV

GM title
8½ points

Master Norm Tournament 29

IM norm
6 points

ILM norm
2½ points

Master Norm Tournament 37

IM norm
5½ points

North Atlantic Team Tournament 4
Board 6
IM norm
7½ points

Title Awards

The ICCF President reported that the Presidium was considering objective criteria for the future awarding of Honorary Membership of ICCF.  It was envisaged that this honour should be bestowed only where substantial " added value " could be demonstrated to ICCF and international CC over many years.  The ICCF Presidium had decided to recommend to Congress that Honorary Membership of ICCF should be accorded to Mr. Hermann Heemsoth (GER) for his outstanding work over many years and this proposal was agreed unanimously.  The President asked the delegate from Germany to extend grateful thanks, congratulations and good wishes from the Congress to Mr. Heemsoth.

Correspondence Chess Grandmaster

I. Bern (NOR)


I. Carlsson (SVE)

T. Hamarat (OST)

W. Häßler (GER)

S.O. Khlusevich (RUS)

J.A. de Mauro (USA)

W. Metz (GER)

P.J.R. Millican (ENG)

N. J. Fries Nielsen (DEN)

A. Zanetti (ITA)

A.A. Zvetkov (RUS)

Correspondence Chess Lady Grandmaster

L.S. Belavenets (RUS)

E. Mozna-Hozdarova (CZE)

S. Ignatschenko (UKR)

L.G. Jakovleva (RUS)

L.D. Kristol (ISL)

M. Rõtova (EST)

G. Schoisswohl (OST)

A. Sikorova-Klosova (CZE)

International Correspondence Chess Master

J. Aldrete (MEX)

F. Atakisi (TRK)

P. Azar (ISL)

A. Bachmann (GER)

J. A. Barlow (RSA)

R. Barten (GER)

R. Berdichesky (ARG)

M. Bock (GER)

B. Boissel (FRA)

A. Brenke (GER)

K. Brüderle (GER)

R. Butze (GER)

A.M. Calua (ARG)

G. Cano de Meio (ARG)

T. Carnstam (SVE)

A. Constantinou (CYP)

V. Conti (ITA)

C. Cranbourne (ARG)

R.J. Crespo (ARG)

P. Darmogray (UKR)

M. Del Gobbo (FRA)

C. Deppe (GER)

J. A. Diani (ARG)

R. Donev (MCD)

J. Dorner (GUA)

G. Echeguren (ARG)

M. Edelstein (CAN)

D. Elyakim (ISL)

S.A. Emeljanov (RUS)

F. Farcy (FRA)

C. Felicio (BRS)

D.M. Fleetwood (USA)

N. Giertz (SWZ)

Dr. H. Glaser (GER)

L. Gostisa (SLO)

V.N. Gritsayenko (RUS)

K-U. Groth (GER)

Dr. C. Guizar (MEX)

A. Gysi (SWZ)

T. Habermehl (GER)

M. Hafner (GER)

J.A. Halldorsson (ISD)

T.D. Harding (IRE)

Dr. W. Heimbrodt (GER)

R.P. Hernandez (CUB)

G. Hesse (FIN)

S. Homce de Cresce (BRS)

C-E. Johansson (FIN)

H. John (GER)

A.B. Jørgensen (DEN)

N.M. Kalinichenko (RUS)

A. Kapetanovic (YUG)

V. Kashliuk (UKR)

P. Kauppala (FIN)

I. Khokhlov (UKR)

P. Kleiminger (DEN)

W. Knebel (GER)

S.E. Kramer (DEN)

D. Krastanov (BLG)

V. Krivonosovs (LAT)

I. Kullamaa (EST)

H. Lang (GER)

A. Lehto (FIN)

G.H. Lambers (NLD)

I. Lensky (RUS)

F. Lukez (SVE)

A.J. Macchia (URU)

W. Maistrenko (UKR)

P. Marczell (SLK)

A.A. Makarov (RUS)

T. Märten (GER)

J. Matlak (POL)

H.W. May (DEN)

S. Mladenov (BLG)

A.J. Mozzino (ARG)

N.A. Muzyka (RUS)

O. Neuvonen (FIN)

B.A. Nikitinykh (RUS)

N. Ninov (BLG)

D. Olofson (SVE)

W. Pasko (POL)

A. Peluso (ITA)

M. Plomp (NLD)

I. Popov (BLG)

G.F. Portilho (BRS)

A. Praznik (SLO)

H. Prokopp (GER)

J. Pucelj (SLO)

W. Rohde (GER)

T. Romsdal (NOR)

J. Roose (BEL)

M. Rümmele (GER)

A.V. Sakadin (RUS)

I.V. Samarin (RUS)

W. Sapa (POL)

J. Sawatzki (GER)

F. Schlösser (GER)

T. Schmidt (GER)

K. Schultzberg (SVE)

J. Schuster (EST)

Dr. A. Scuderi (ITA)

J. Seljodkin (EST)

A. Shimkus (LIT)

B.M.Shkurovich-Khasin (RUS)

I. Sinka (HUN)

U. Skorna (GER)

Dr. N. Sommerbauer (OST)

P.B. Somod (DEN)

S. Spasov (BLG)

R. Sutela (FIN)

A. Szczepaniak (POL)

T.P. Tenev (BLG)

J. Timm (USA)

J. Teumer (GER)

K.A. Vazersky (RUS)

P. Verdier (FRA)

G. Vetter (GER)

A. Vinje (NOR)

K. Wallner (OST)

J-M. Weber (LUX)

C. Werner (GER)

E. Werner (GER)

A. Yeremenko (UKR)

B. Zlender (SLO)

International Correspondence Chess Lady Master

K. Klimaszewska (POL)

V. Horackova (CZE)

M. Horvath (HUN)

L.V. Petrova (RUS)

N. Popov (YUG)

M. Poppe (BEL)

International Arbiter of the ICCF

T. Dougherty (USA)

K-E. Johansson (FIN)

G.W.G. Livie (SCO)

T. Rondio (GER)

S.P. Yerofeev
(RUS)

Congress confirmed unanimously the application of existing policy, whereby if an active federation has not applied formally for the award of a title to a player, then the title would not be awarded. Similarly, Congress declined to confirm the award of a title in the situation where confirmation had not been received from the Tournament Director.

The following tournament arrangements were approved unanimously:

It was agreed unanimously the final of Ladies’ Olympiad V, which would begin shortly, would be very appropriately designated ‘In Memoriam Ing. P. Diaconescu’ and the Deputy President (Tournaments) expressed his particular appreciation of the late Ing. Diaconescu’s work. He was also grateful to W. Bielecki (POL) for completing these tournaments, and announced that the new cycle would be directed by H.J. Wiesner (CAN).

Individual tournaments

Argentina
‘Amici Sumus’ LADAC/CAPA section A
GM level tournament, start March 1998.

Denmark: 
Peter Korning Memorial
GM level tournament with 15 players, start late 1997.

Yugoslavia
Bodizar Kazic Memorial
GM level tournament with 15 players, start late 1997.

Bulgaria
50 Years Chess Magazine ‘Shamatna Misl’Group A
GM level tournament with 15 players, start late 1998.

Brazil
CXEB 30 Years group A (aim: category IX)
GM level tournament with 15 players, start 1998 or 1999.

Argentina (CAPA)
Carlos German Pappier Memorial Group C (aim: category V-VI)
IM level tournament with 17 players, start early 1998

Argentina
‘Amici Sumus’ LADAC/CAPA section B
IM level tournament, start March 1998.

Brazil
CXEB 30 Years group B (aim: category VII)
IM level tournament with 15 players, start 1998 or 1999.

Bulgaria
50 Years Chess Magazine ‘Shamatna Misl’ Group B
IM level tournament with 15 players, start late 1998.

Russia
Boris Rozinov Memorial
IM level tournament with 15-17 players, start 1998

Russia
Russia CCA 5 Years 
IM level tournament with 15-17 players, start 1998

Individual tournaments played by email

Argentina (CAPA)
Carlos German Pappier Memorial Group A (aim: category XII)
GM level tournament with 15 players, start early 1998

Argentina (CAPA)
Carlos German Pappier Memorial Group B (aim: category V-VI)
IM level tournament with 15 players, start early 1998

Team tournaments

France
1st Mare Nostrum Correspondence Team Tournament
Invited teams: all ICCF member countries bordering on the Mediterranean Sea (Mare Nostrum). 4 boards, start in the 2nd half of 1998.

England
North Sea Team Tournament
Invited teams: all ICCF member countries bordering on the North Sea. 6 boards, start 15.8.1998.

The Deputy President (Rules) reported about last year’s activities in his five areas of responsibility:

· the tournament rules

· the rating rules

· the playing rules

· the Working Group on Guidelines for tournament directors

· the establishment of the ICCF Appeals Tribunal.

The Tournament Rules Commission had worked out a set of premises for the renewing of the (old) Rules of Play, which would be called the (new) Tournament Rules. It was intended to have general rules together with separate rules for the conducting of ICCF tournaments, for the awarding of titles and for the rating system. There would no longer be separate Clarifications and Interpretations. It was also the intention to develop separate tournament rules for the zonal tournament offices, and this had already been done for the European office.

After discussion, Congress accepted the proposals with the addition of a clause to ensure equality between the zones (see Appendix 1) and recommended the construction during the coming year of rules for the remaining zones which were to be comparable with the European model.

The proposed rules for the European Tournament Office showed two major changes: class III of the Promotion Tournaments would be discontinued, and the European Championship would be remodelled. From 1.1.1998 this Championship would be organised in two stages, semi-final and final, and the final would be treated equivalently to the World Championship ¾-Final. Transitional arrangements were proposed for players with a qualification from a European Championship which started before 1.1.1998. In an earlier meeting, the Committee had decided to withdraw its proposal for a European Ladies’ Championship.

The proposed rules (see Appendix 2) were accepted unanimously by Congress.

The Rating Rules Commission put forward points for discussion during the coming year:

· the publication of two lists per year;

· the inclusion of more national tournaments.

Congress approved unanimously three proposals to change the Rating Rules (see Appendix 3):

· a revised method of calculating the rating of those players who play many games in a rating period;

· to round off ratings to the nearest integer;

· to rate all sections in Classes I and II of the promotion tournaments which start on or after 1.1.1998.

The Playing Rules Commission put forward two new versions of the playing rules accepted at the 1996 Congress:

· playing rules for individual tournaments played by email;

· playing rules for team tournaments played by post.

Congress gave unanimous approval to both sets of rules. (Appendices 3 and 4)

The Working Group Guidelines reported that they had made a new version in the English language of the cards for Tournament Directors. As soon as the translations into French, German, Spanish and Russian were completed these cards would be printed and distributed. Two questionnaires had been sent to various ICCF officials, and based on the answers to these the Working Group would produce guidelines for Tournament Directors and an instructional booklet for new Tournament Directors.

Congress accepted the proposal to establish the ICCF Appeals Tribunal (see Appendix 5), and the regulations would be valid for all affected tournaments starting on or after 1.1.1998. Congress unanimously approved with grateful thanks the nomination of J. Bohak (SLO) as Chairman of the Tribunal, and approved the nominations of members of the Tribunal. The Deputy President (Rules) was authorised to recruit further members.

The following changes in membership were approved:

Tournament Rules Committee

Withdrawn
C.A. Rinaldi (ARG)

New member
J. Dorner (GUA)

Playing Rules Committee

Deceased
D. Smit (NLD)

New member
J.J. de Amorim (BRS)

Working Group Guidelines

Deceased
B.A. Rozinov (RUS)

Withdrawn
A.P. Borwell (SCO)

New member
Ye. Karelin (RUS)

Appeals Tribunal

Chairman
J. Bohak (SLO)

Members
R. Gillman (ENG)
A. Harju (FIN)
T. Rondio (GER)
R. Sevecek (CZE)
Dr. J. Vándorffy (HUN)

The Report of the Deputy President (Development)

Before proceeding with the Development Report, the President presented proposals from the Presidium which would have implications for future work of the Development Committee (Discussion Paper 1 referred). These were:

1.
the responsibility for ‘strategical and financial planning’ would be transferred to the President who would carry out this function in consultation with other Presidium members. The role of the Deputy President (Development) would have more of a ‘marketing’ emphasis in future. The Planning Working Group of the Development Committee would be discontinued.

2.
the Statutes provided for situations where it was necessary for officials to ‘deputise in the absence of other Presidium members but more permanent vacancies arising from resignations, etc. were not covered. The consequences were that there could be vacancies for prolonged periods and this was detrimental to the efficient operation of ICCF. Therefore the Presidium sought the authority to agree and make mid-term interim changes in duties between existing Presidium members (except for the President). The normal four-yearly elections for all Presidium appointments would not be affected.

Both of these proposals were agreed unanimously by Congress. The ICCF President indicated that interim changes could be contemplated, effective from 1.1.1998.

The ICCF President then referred to the Development Report, which had already been sent to all member federations, and various aspects were discussed.

It was agreed unanimously by Congress that ICCF should retain its current logo (badge) but that a consistent ‘house style’ should be used on all official ICCF documents. The President indicated that he would arrange for the production of sample documents, discuss and agree them with Presidium members and then distribute them (by email and diskette) for use by all ICCF officials and member federations from 1.1.1998. A new supply of ICCF headed notepaper would be arranged.

The new ‘house style’ would be used in the preparation of membership packs (for federations and prospective federations), sponsorship portfolios and promotional documentation for players. The new ‘house style’ would also be featured in the ICCF WWW pages.

The excellent work during the last year by the External Contacts Working Group was reported upon and Mr. S-Å. Kronberg (SVE) gave an overview and the forward plans, particularly those concerning sponsorship. (Discussion Paper 2 referred.)  These would include the issue of a ‘demographic survey’ for completion by a number of member federations selected on geographical criteria and full co-operation was earnestly requested. With the marketing emphasis envisaged for the new Deputy President (Development) it would be important that this Working Group would make a significant contribution.

The ICCF Congress then received an up-to-date report of progress with the Archives (Games & Tournaments) from Mr. P. Cimmino (ITA). It was reported that there were many missing gamescores from previous tournaments and he would be arranging to give greater publicity for those which he was particularly seeking - various methods were discussed. Mr Cimmino was commended for his excellent work in developing these Archives for ICCF.

As far as Archives (Personalia) were concerned, the ICCF President referred to the outstanding work that had been done by Mr. C-E. Erlandsson (SVE) for many years in compiling information about CC players in a comprehensive and logical way. Some of this information had been updated (e.g. via the ICCF Web Master) but there was an urgent need for this work to be continued. There was also a discussion about the concept of a permanent ICCF library and consideration of the viability or otherwise of such a project - further investigations would be conducted.

It was agreed that the ICCF 2000 publication should be continued with urgency and that the priority requirement was for a ‘project manager / editor-in-chief ’. Mr. P.F. Hegoburu (ARG) offered to carry out this function and Congress approved his appointment with acclamation. Mr. Hegoburu would begin work immediately by contacting a team of volunteers, member federations and officials - full co-operation from all those concerned was earnestly requested. A sub-committee of the Presidium, comprising of the President, Deputy President (Rules) and the Treasurer, would keep in regular contact with Mr. Hegoburu to ensure that the project continued to receive Executive support. It would also be necessary to contact potential publishers at an early stage.

There was a discussion about the merits or otherwise of ICCF being involved in the publication of a games/information book similar to CCYB (now discontinued). It was agreed that it would not be advisable for ICCF to proceed with its own publication of this type but that an arrangement with any established publisher of CC books should be actively considered.

It had been agreed at the 1996 Congress to earmark a fund for the more effective promotion and development of CC worldwide. It was proposed to make provisional allocations of CHF5000 to Zone 2 (Latin America) and CHF5000 to Zone 4 (Africa/Asia). These were agreed unanimously subject to the submission of acceptable plans and undertakings to provide evaluations of the results achieved.

The following changes were confirmed to the Development Committee Working Groups:

Documents and Promotions

Deceased:
Ing. P. Diaconescu (ROM)

Additions:
H-E. Lüers (GER)



A.P. Mascarenas (BRS)

External Contacts

Withdrawn:
G. Radosztics (OST)

Rejoined:
H. Deutsch (USA)

Additions:
P. Cimmino (ITA)



C. Cranbourne (ARG)

Technologies

Deceased:
D. Smit (NLD)

Planning Group

Delete entire Working Group (discontinued)

The composition of the Development Committee would remain unchanged until the structural changes referred to at the beginning of this report had been finalised (anticipated to become effective from 1.1.1998).

The ICCF President then thanked all members of the Development Committee and the Working Groups for their valuable efforts during the last year and also all the delegates and officials for their ideas and contributions.

The ICCF Web Master reported on the increasing success of the web site. There was a discussion about whether to develop this further by offering game downloads, which the Web Master opposed on cost and security grounds. A working group consisting of the Web Master, the Archivist (Tournaments & Games), and Mr. S-Å. Kronberg (SVE) was asked to look at other options, including the possibility of publishing games without cost at the University of Pittsburgh chess archive.

The ICCF Liaison Officer to FIDE reported that the proposal for an ICCF team to play in a FIDE Olympiad was no longer a possibility. It was clear to him that at present FIDE had very little interest in the work of ICCF. He suggested that in future ICCF should focus its co-operation with FIDE on joint events connected with new technology.

Under Matters pertaining to ICCF Statutes, the ICCF President reminded delegates that changes to the main ICCF Statutes could only be made by specific proposals intimated to all member federations with Congress announcements/invitations. However, the Schedules attached to the Statutes were not an integral part and could be amended and updated by Congress or the Presidium. When all changes had been agreed, the schedules would be reissued at the beginning of 1998.

Under Matters pertaining to Internal Work it was proposed that completion dates should be specified in advance for tournaments but it was indicated that the Deputy President (Tournaments) was actively reviewing all options for achieving such an objective.

Some Playing Rules changes had been suggested. The Deputy President (Rules) reminded Congress that the next Playing Rules changes would not take place until 1999, as previously agreed. All suggestions received for amendments would be considered for the next review.

It was confirmed that the 1998 meeting would take place in Riga, Latvia during the period 19.9.1998 - 25.9.1998. Some details about the Congress hotel and facilities were referred to and a letter from the Latvian delegate was circulated.

The Delegate for Estonia invited delegates and officials attending the 1998 Congress to visit his country and Pärnu, a town very much associated with Paul Keres, after the Congress. 

Regarding the 1999 meeting and beyond, the invitation received from Switzerland to hold the 1999 Congress had been confirmed and it was decided unanimously to accept this offer. The arranged location was in the Interlaken/Luzern area and the dates would be either the period commencing 18.9.1999 or 25.9.1999, with the former being preferred.

An invitation was received during the Congress from the Cuban Federation, offering to host the ICCF Congress in 2001. The ICCF President thanked them for this offer, which would be considered along with any others received for future years. The Cuban delegation intimated that it would be prepared to host the Congress in 2000 or a later year, if this was preferred by the ICCF Congress.

Any other business

The Deputy President (Rules) reported on his discussion with IECG officials and a draft memorandum proposal was discussed in detail by the Congress. Although there were some reservations about the possible impact on existing national tournaments, the consensus of opinion was that these would be outweighed by potential benefits. It was agreed that further consultation would be carried out with delegates from some countries before the agreement was finalised but Congress decided unanimously to proceed with the proposed arrangements, subject to final negotiations. ICCF would be represented in these negotiations by the Deputy President (Rules) and the Zonal Director (Europe).

At the end of the Congress the ICCF President thanked all ICCF Officials for their valuable work throughout the last year and during the Congress, and also commended all participants for their valued contributions and co-operation during the meetings. He then thanked the Club Argentino de Ajedrez for the use of its premises for the ICCF meetings, Mr. C.J. Gonçalves and Mr. C. Cranbourne, the host federation LADAC and Mr. D. Lofuedo for the Congress arrangements, before declaring the closure of the 1997 Congress.

APPENDIX 1

Premises for the renewing of the Tournament Rules

1
Dividing of the Tournament Rules into:

1.1
general rules

1.2
separate rules for different kind of tournaments

1.3
rules for the awarding of the titles

1.4
rules about the ratings system to be divided into:

1.4.1

general rules concerning the existence and the use of the ratings

1.4.2

specific rules for the calculation of the ratings.

2
General rules (see l.1):

2.1
about general matters like:

2.1.1

the entry procedures

2.1.2

entry fees

2.1.3

tie breaking

2.1.4

withdrawal

2.1.5

black list

2.2    references to the separated rules (1.2 up to 1.4).

3
Separate rules for the following tournaments (see 1.2):

3.1
the four ICCF World championships:

3.1.1

the World championship

3.1.2

the Women’s World championship

3.1.3

the Olympiad

3.1.4

the Women Olympiad

3.2
the other ICCF tournaments (also for the email versions):

3.2.1

master norm tournaments

3.2.2

promotion tournaments

3.2.3

thematic tournaments

3.2.4

Cup tournaments

3.2.5

special tournaments

3.3
international tournaments not organised by ICCF itself:

3.3.1

international title tournaments approved by ICCF

3.3.2

international tournaments approved by ICCF to be included into the rating system

3.3.3

rules for invitation team and country matches and team tournaments

In all cases the following points should be considered: the way of entering, the eventual promotion rights and the eventual title rulings.

4
Separate tournament rules must he constructed for the zonal tournament offices:

4.1
made independently by the zonal tournament office

4.2
to be approved by the ICCF Congress, as there should be a kind of linking with the ICCF rules about the qualification rights for title tournaments and for the awarding of titles

4.3
these zonal tournament rules should describe the organisation of the own zones tournaments and also the points on which they differ from the ICCF rules.

4.4
These zonal tournament rules should be constructed so as to treat all zones equally.

For Europe this must lead to a lower frequency of the European championships.

5
No longer separate Clarifications and Interpretations.  These should be included in the different rules.

6
The following changes of policy can be included:

6.1
a decrease of the present and abundant participation of the World Championships

6.2
farewell to the unusual name of 3/4-final

6.3    review of the organisation of the Olympiads

6.4
strengthening of the title norms (by demanding more games and more than one norm)

6.5
cutting out the degradation in the promotion tournaments

6.6
to annul the third class of the promotion tournaments.

APPENDIX 2

Tournament Rules of the European Tournament Office

Relation with ICCF

1
The European Tournament Office is one of the Zonal Tournament Offices of ICCF.

2
The European Tournament Office is conducted by the ICCF Zonal Director for Europe.

3
In the tournaments organised by the European Tournament Office the ICCF Playing Rules apply, as well as the ICCF Rating and Title rules.

Type of Tournaments

4
The tournaments organised by the European Tournament Office are:

4.1

(individual) European Championships

4.2

European Team Championships

4.3

promotion tournaments in classes.

5
The entry fee for each tournament shall be decided by the ICCF Praesidium.  Entry to a tournament shall be accepted only if it is accompanied by a declaration of a European ICCF member federation that the entry fee has been paid.

European Championship

6
The European championship comprises the semi-final and the final.

7
The European Championship semi-final is played in a two-yearly cycle, with groups of 15 to 17 players.  The tournaments shall be finished in 3½ years.  The remaining 6 months will be needed for adjudications and preparations of the following cycle.

8
The European Championship final will be started three months after the moment on which enough players with a valid qualification have entered.  The final shall consist of 15 to 17 participants.

9
The following shall be entitled to enter a semi-final:

9.1

one player of each national ICCF member federation of the European zone

9.2

those players who have a valid qualification.

10
The following players have achieved a qualification for the semi-final:

10.1

a player who has won a EU/M/GT group

10.2

a player who within 10 years has twice achieved 2nd place in a EU/M/GT group

10.3

a player who within 10 years has achieved 2nd place in a EU/M/GT group and 1st place in a EU/M group

10.4

a player who within 10 years has won two EU/M groups

10.5

a participant of a European Championship final who scored at least 30% of the possible points but did not qualify for the World championship final or the European Championship final

10.6

a participant of a European Championship semi-final who scored at least 60% of the possible points but did not qualify for the final

11
The following players have achieved a qualification for the final:

11.1

the first and second placed players in a semi-final

11.2

a participant of a European Championship final who scored at least 60% of the possible points but did not qualify for the World Championship final.

12
A qualification for the semi-final or the final is valid until ten years after the moment the qualification was achieved. Any qualification may be used only once.

13
If the European Championship final is of category IX or above, places in the World Championship final shall be awarded to those who have finished in the first three places. If the category is below IX then these three players shall be awarded places in the World Championship ¾-final.

14
The winner of a European Championship shall be awarded with the ICCF Grandmaster title, provided that the category is IX or above.

15
Exact details for the start of a new semi-final cycle shall be published at the latest 5 months before it starts. On proposal of the European Zonal Director the ICCF Presidium may set the conditions for additional participation on the ground of extraordinary international performances and for the division into semi-final groups.

European Team Championship

16
The European Team Championship shall be played in a four-yearly cycle.

17
The tournament consists of a preliminary round and a final.

18
The national ICCF member federations of the European zone are entitled to take part with one team each.

19
Each team shall consist of 12 players. One game shall be played at every board against every opponent, with changing of the colour in the board order.

20
The first three teams of the previous final have priority for the final round.

21
The right to be promoted from the preliminaries shall be awarded to the teams which achieve the first three places. If such a team already has a qualification according to rule 20, then the qualification right is awarded to a next team.

22
On proposal of the European Zonal Director the ICCF Presidium may set the conditions for the division into semi-final groups.

Promotion tournaments

23
The promotion tournaments shall be played in 4 classes:

23.1

Master Class: EU/M(/GT)

23.2

Higher Class: EU/H(/GT)

23.3

First Class: EU/I(/GT)

23.4

Second Class: EU/II(/GT).

24
All classes have groups with 15 (GT) and with 7 players.

25
Each player plays one game simultaneously against each of the other players.

26
Simultaneous participation in several groups of the same class is allowed.

27
Every winner of a 7-player group has the right to participate in the next higher class. If two players tie for first place, 80% of the possible points is required for promotion.  Two first-place ties also entitle promotion.

28
In every GT-group the two top players are promoted to the next higher class.

Tie breaking

29
To break ties, the following shall apply:

29.1

in individual tournaments: first points evaluation by the Sonnenborn-Berger system, then the results of the tied players against each other

29.2

in team tournaments: first tie breaking on the basis of team results (2 points for a won match, 1 for a drawn match), then the result of the tied teams against each other.

Transitional Arrangements

1
These rules are valid for tournaments which will start after l.1.1998.

2
Players who have a qualification for an (old) European Championship may convert this qualification into a qualification for the (new) European Championship semi-finals.

3
As long as the (present) ICCF Rules of play apply §8c of these rules shall not apply for the European Championship and to §10c the final of the European Championship shall be added.

APPENDIX 3

Playing Rules for individual tournament games played by email

1
Play and control

A
Games shall be played in accordance with the FIDE Laws of Chess where applicable.

B
A Tournament Director shall be appointed who shall be responsible for the conduct of the tournament and the progress of the games.

C
Games shall be played by email. If a player should lose email access and is unable, for whatever reason, to re-establish email access within 30 days, he will be considered having withdrawn from the tournament.

2
Transmissions

A
Moves shall be numbered and sent

B
in the Numeric or a mutually agreed notation

C
by email messages

D
bearing the name and email address of the sender and

E
a continuous record of all moves made and the confirmation of the date on which the opponent's latest message was sent.

F
The sender shall record on the message

G
the date on which the opponent’s latest message was received and

H
the anticipated date of the reply.

I
Failing this, reasonable dates shall be assumed by the recipient and notified with the reply move.

J
When the anticipated reply date does not agree with the anticipated mailing date, this shall be corrected by the recipient and the sender informed with the reply move.

K
The time used for the move (see 6D) and accumulated time for the game shall also be recorded.

L
The normal accepted time of the email transmission is one day. If a longer transmission time is declared, it may be referred to the Tournament Director for a ruling.

3   Failure to reply

A
Should there be no reply to any move within 14 days, the full details shall be repeated with copy to the Tournament Director.

B
If no reply is received after a further 14 days, the player shall inform the Tournament Director immediately and wait for his decision.

C
Games in which no move has been sent for 40 days may be scored as lost to players who have not informed the Tournament Director about the delay.

4
Moves and continuations

A
No legal move shall be retracted after mailing - clerical errors are binding if they are legal moves.  A correct repetition of the latest move is necessary for the sender’s reply move to be valid.

B
Illegible or illegal moves shall be referred back to the sender for immediate correction but without any obligation to move the piece in question.

C
A message mailed without a reply move shall be treated as an illegible move.

D
The omission or addition of chess indications (such as: check, captures, en passant) is without significance.

E
Proposals of conditional continuations are binding until the recipient makes a different move from that proposed.

F
Any accepted continuation move shall be correctly repeated with the reply.

G
When no reply is made to an accepted conditional continuation it shall be treated as an illegible move.

5
Records and reports

A
Continual record of the game shall be kept until the end of the tournament and sent to the Tournament Director upon request.

B
If a player does not answer enquiries from the Tournament Director, that player may be deemed to have withdrawn from the tournament.

C
Changes of permanent email and/or postal address shall be notified to the Tournament Director and opponents.

D
The Tournament Director must be notified immediately of any disagreement between competitors about the game.

E
The Tournament Director and opponents must be notified immediately if any substantial failure of hardware or software occurs.

6
Time allowed and penalties

A
Each competitor is allowed 40 days for every 10 moves.

B
The time limit may be exceeded once.

C
Time saved shall be carried forward.

D
The time used for each move is the difference in days between the date on which the opponent's latest move was received and the mailing date of the reply.

E
Accepted continuation moves are included in the time taken for the reply move.

F
A penalty of five days shall be added to the time of a player who sends an illegible or illegal move, or incorrectly repeats the opponent’s latest move.

7
Time exceeding

A
Claims that the time limit has been exceeded shall be sent to the Tournament Director with full details at the latest when replying to the 10th, 20th, etc. move.

B
At the same time, the opponent shall be informed by an email message with copy to the Tournament Director.

C
Any protest shall be sent to the Tournament Director within 14 days of receiving the message, otherwise the claim shall be deemed to be conceded.

D
The Tournament Director shall inform both players of the decision. If the Tournament Director upholds a first claim, a new count of the opponent’s time shall begin on the date the message about the claim was received.

E
A competitor who has exceeded the time allowed for the second time shall forfeit the game.

F
If the Tournament Director dismisses a claim as being unfounded, he may rule that no further claim by that player during the current period of 40 days for 10 moves shall be accepted.

8
Leave

A
Each competitor may claim up to a total of 30 day's leave during each calendar year.

B
Players taking leave must inform their opponents and the Tournament Director in advance.

C
In addition, the Tournament Director may grant up to 30 day's additional leave per annum which in exceptional circumstances may he back-dated and/or extended.

D
If a player answers a move during his leave, the remaining leave for that game is cancelled and normal time shall be counted.

9
Withdrawal

In the event of withdrawal or death, the Tournament Director shall decide whether all the games shall be annulled or the remaining games adjudicated or scored as losses.

10
Adjudication

A
If no result has been agreed by the date set for the close of play, both competitors shall submit to the Tournament Director within 30 days, a record of the moves played,

B
the position reached and

C
a statement claiming either a win or a draw which may be supported by analysis.

D
Competitors not wishing to submit analysis forfeit the right to appeal.

E
The Tournament Director shall notify the adjudicator’s decision to both competitors indicating whether it is subject to appeal.

11
Adjudication appeals

A
Any appeal against the adjudicator’s decision must be mailed to the Tournament Director within 14 days of receiving the notification,

B
whereupon the Tournament Director shall obtain a ruling from another adjudicator and notify the result to both competitors.  The ruling is final and no further appeal shall be accepted from either player.

C
Additional analysis may be submitted with an appeal.

12
Reporting results

A
As soon as possible after ending a game, the result and a clear record of the moves played shall be mailed to the Tournament Director by both players.

B
The result is officially recorded only after receipt of this record.

C
Should no record be received from either player, the result may be scored as lost by both.

13
Decisions and appeals

A
The Tournament Director may penalise or disqualify competitors who break these rules and

B
any matter not covered in them shall be decided by the Tournament Director.

C
Any competitor may appeal within 14 days of receiving a decision of the Tournament Director to the chairman of the ICCF Appeals Tribunal, whose ruling shall be final.

APPENDIX 4

Playing Rules for team tournament games played normally by post

1
Play and control

A
Games shall be played in accordance with the FIDE Laws of Chess where applicable.

B
A Tournament Director shall be appointed who shall be responsible for the conduct of the tournament and the progress of the games.

C
Each team has a team captain who shall maintain contact on behalf of the players with the Tournament Director.

D
In cases of misunderstanding between players the team captains should try to solve the problem before it is sent to the Tournament Director.

2
Transmissions

A
Moves shall be numbered and sent

B
in the Numeric or a mutually agreed notation

C
on postcards (or letters)

D
bearing the name and address and signature of the sender and

E
a correct repetition of the opponent's latest move and confirmation of the postmark date.

F
The sender shall record on the postcard

G
the date on which the opponent's latest move was delivered and

H
the anticipated postmark date of reply.

I
Failing this, reasonable dates shall be assumed by the recipient and notified with the reply move.

J
When the anticipated postmark date does not agree with the postmark, this shall be corrected by the recipient and the sender informed with the reply move.

K
The time used for the move (see 6D) and accumulated time for the game shall also be recorded.

L
Intercontinental games shall be played by air mail but a tournament announcement can make it mandatory for other games also to be played by air mail.

M
If both players agree, moves may he transmitted by email or fax but these rules shall apply.

3
Failure to reply

A
Should there be no reply to any move within 14 days plus the average time in the post both ways, the full details shall be repeated by registered or recorded delivery.

B
Where the average time in the post is seven days or less, the repetition may be sent by ordinary air mail in the first instance provided this is done as soon as it becomes due. If no reply is received after a further 14 days plus time in the post, a repeat must be sent by registered (or recorded delivery) mail.

C
Should there be no reply to a registered (or recorded delivery) repeat, the Tournament Director shall be informed through the team captain enclosing the post office receipt.

D
Games in which no move has been sent for six months may be scored as lost to players unable to produce a registration receipt.

4
Moves and continuations

A
No legal move shall be retracted after posting - clerical errors are binding if they are legal moves.  A correct repetition of the latest move is necessary for the sender’s reply move to be valid.

B
Illegible or illegal moves shall be referred back to the sender for immediate correction but without any obligation to move the piece in question.

C
A blank card or a card posted without a reply move shall be treated as an illegible move.

D
The omission or addition of chess indications (such as: check, captures, en passant) is without significance.

E
Proposals of conditional continuations are binding until the recipient makes a different move from that proposed.

F
Any accepted continuation move shall be correctly repeated with the reply.

G
When no reply is made to an accepted conditional continuation it shall be treated as an illegible move.

5 
Records and Reports

A
All transmissions from the opponent concerning the game and a record of the moves and dates shall be kept until the end of the tournament and sent to the team captain and/or through him to the Tournament Director upon request.

B
If a player does not answer enquiries from the team captain (or through him from the Tournament Director), that player may be deemed to have withdrawn from the tournament.

C
Changes of permanent address shall be notified to the opponents and the team captain who
shall inform the Tournament Director.

D
Through the team captain the Tournament Director must be notified immediately of any disagreement between competitors about the game.

6
Time Allowed and Penalties

A
Each competitor is allowed 30 days for every 10 moves.

B
The time limit may be exceeded once.

C
Time saved shall be carried forward.

D
The time used for each move is the difference in days between the date on which the opponent’s latest move was delivered and the postmark date of the reply.

E
Time in the post is not counted.

F
Accepted continuation moves are included in the time taken for the reply move.

G
A penalty of five days shall be added to the time of a player who sends an illegible or illegal move, incorrectly repeats the opponent's latest move or fails to send a move by air mail when this is mandatory.

7
Time Exceeding

A
Claims that the time limit has been exceeded shall be sent to the Tournament Director through the team captain with full details at the latest when replying to the 10th, 20th, etc. move.

B
At the same time, the opponent shall be informed by registered (or recorded delivery) mail and the receipt sent to the Tournament Director through the team captain with the claim.

C
Any protest shall be sent to the Tournament Director through the team captain within 14 days of receiving the registered (or recorded delivery) information otherwise the claim shall be deemed to be conceded.

D
Through their team captains the Tournament Director shall inform both players of the decision. If the Tournament Director upholds a first claim a new count of the opponent's time shall begin on the date the registered (or recorded delivery) information about the claim was received.

E
A competitor who has exceeded the time allowed for the second time shall forfeit the game.

F
If the Tournament Director dismisses a claim as being unfounded, he may rule that no further claim by that player during the current period of 30 days for 10 moves shall be accepted.

8
Leave

A
Each competitor may claim up to a total of 30 days leave during each calendar year.

B
Players taking leave must inform their opponents and the Tournament Director through their team captain in advance.

C
In addition, the Tournament Director may grant up to 30 days additional leave per annum which in exceptional circumstances may be back-dated and/or extended.

D
If a player answers a move during his leave, the remaining leave for that game is cancelled and normal time shall be counted.

9
Withdrawal

A
In the event of withdrawal or death, the Tournament Director shall call upon the team captain to replace this player within two months.

B
The substitute player may be required to start with a first time limit exceeding.  The new count starts on a date set by the Tournament Director.

C
If it is not possible for the team captain to get the necessary documents from the substituted player, the opposing team captains shall provide them.

D
If no substitute player is available, the Tournament Director shall decide whether the remaining games shall be adjudicated or scored as losses.

10
Adjudication

A
If no result has been agreed by the date set for the close of play, both competitors shall submit to the Tournament Director through the team captain within 30 days, a record of the moves played,

B
the position reached and

C
a statement claiming either a win or a draw which may be supported by analysis.

D
Competitors not wishing to submit analysis forfeit the right to appeal.

E
The Tournament Director shall notify the adjudicator’s decision to both team captains indicating whether or not it is subject to appeal.

11
Adjudication Appeals

A
Any appeal against the adjudicator’s decision must be posted to the Tournament Director through the team captain within 14 days of receiving the notification,

B
whereupon the Tournament Director shall obtain a ruling from another adjudicator and notify the result to both team captains.  The ruling is final and no further appeal shall be accepted from either player.

C
Additional analysis may be submitted with an appeal.

12
Reporting results

A
As soon as possible after ending a game, the result and a clear record of the moves played shall be sent to the Tournament Director through the team captains by both players.

B
The result is officially recorded only after receipt of this record.

C
Should no record of a game be received from either team captain, the result of a game may be scored as lost by both players.

13
Decisions and Appeals

A
The Tournament Director may penalise or disqualify competitors who break these rules and

B
any matter not covered in them shall be decided by the Tournament Director.

C
Any team captain may appeal within 14 days of receiving a decision of the Tournament Director to the chairman of the ICCF Appeals Tribunal, whose ruling shall be final.

APPENDIX 5

The ICCF Appeals Tribunal

The Appeals Tribunal

1
ICCF has an Appeals Tribunal.

2
Members of the Appeals Tribunal are regularly international Arbiters who are not active as ICCF or Zonal officials nor as Tournament Director in ICCF or Zonal tournaments.

3
One of the members is the chairman of the Appeals Tribunal.

4
The members and the chairman are nominated by the Deputy President (Rules).

5
The ICCF Congress has to give its approval to these nominations.

6
The Appeals Tribunal is independent in its judgements.

Appeals procedure

7
Appeals according to §l3C of the Playing Rules should be sent to the chairman of the Appeals Tribunal.

8
The chairman informs the Tournament Director involved and the opponent (in team tournaments through his team captain) about the appeal, meanwhile asking them to send to him the eventual relevant documents within a certain period.  He also asks the Tournament Director to check the opponent’s address.

9
Depending on the complexity of the appeal, the chairman decides whether he sends the appeal to only one member or to two members of the Appeals Tribunal.

10
If he sends the appeal to one member then the judgement of this member is the final one.

11
If the chairman has sent the appeal to two members and these members have the same opinion, then this is the final judgement. If both members have different opinions then the Chairman gives his own judgement, which is the final one.

12
The striving will always be that the members of the Appeals Tribunal who will be involved in a certain appeal do not have the same nationality as the Tournament Director and as the players involved.

13
In cases in which the chairman personally could be involved he appoints one of the members as his deputy, for example at the start of a tournament in which the chairman himself is playing.

Limits of the Appeals Tribunal

14
Under normal circumstances the Appeals Tribunal only checks if the decision of the Tournament Director has been formally correct.

15
Appeals against the judgement of the Tournament Director are customarily rejected.

Relation with other ICCF committees

16
If the Appeals Tribunal finds a weakness in the Playing Rules then the chairman of the Appeals Tribunal can send a proposal for a change of these rules to the Playing Rules committee.

17
Based upon the experiences of the Appeals Tribunal the chairman can also send recommendations to the Working Group Guidelines for Tournament Directors.

Extent of the Appeals Tribunal

18
The Appeals Tribunal is active for all ICCF tournaments.

19
The Appeals Tribunal is also active for all title tournaments approved by ICCF, unless agreed otherwise during the approval procedure.

20
Upon agreement the Appeals Tribunal can also be active for the tournaments organised by a Zonal Tournament Office.
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